(3) A velitional siement

Thers is no repentance where there is not & willinmsa to tm from as.a and self
to God. Yhere '@hﬁm is veal conviection of nin and contrition on sccount of sin,
there will be m@iatim of sin. Reépentance is never remuine or complete
until there is & repudistion of sin as an act of the will. If a person still
loves sin, of course there has not been any repentance. When the mental and
amotional sttitudes are right, there will be proper action also. When ome truly
repents he has & different at&itudn toward sin. Instead of sin appearing deair-

repented. HNo one ever repents while trying to justify hias sinful habits, or

while contimving in the wrong course of behavior. Vhen Christ saves it is from
sin. VWhen one repents he abandons his sinful ways: Uod's Word says: "Thus
saith the Lord Gedj Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away
your faces from a&l your abominations” {Bzekisl 14:6). “Repent, and turn away
FOUrse sour teansgressions; so indquity shall net be youwr ruin”
{Epekial 18:30). It is mot enough to vepert of one sin, or even a dogen sins, or
8till more; onme must repent of his sinful disposition. ‘e%m askmi what was the
difference between remorse and repentance a boy said! "Remorse is when you say
you are sorry, and do it again. ﬁepmtmeehﬁmmmmm@tequﬁh

At Pentecost Peber preached the Word of Gods Uhen the people hesrd it they were
pricked in their hmm Upon: hesring their inquiry, _’ﬁ%’& shall we de?", and useing
the comviction wrought through the Vord, Peter said: “"Hepent.” It was m% the |
personality of Msr that caused the }’ﬁeﬁ}ﬁ.& to repent, lmt the glear setting forth
‘of God's VWord in the power and demonstration of the loly Spirit. The same was trus
of all apostolic praa@hﬁag‘ To hear and to believe the Word of God precedes zll
trus repantance. Every minister's first cbligabtion to his hearers is to proclaim
faithfully what God has said, for only the ¥Word will produce the conviction and

- contrition which will lsad to repéntance. _

Through the preaching of the pospel of Christ, the Holy Spirit isads & man to see his
guilt and his distance from Gods Perceiving his sin and guilt, man realises that he
stands justly condemned as the transgressor of the laws of a holy God. There comes
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“And when be i coms; he wiﬁ. veprove the world of win® i&m 1& 3}; ot enly does
the Holy Sm‘b m& of ain, but He also brings gamy aww which worketh repeént-
HEROE.

plsest thm %;%w zﬂi@w of his goodness and forbearance m Mgsuff&ﬁag not
hmvd.ng that the goodness of God leadeth thes to repentance” (Romans 33&).

zoodness of God is a m:%ghty stimulus toward repentanca. If we remember raf’lmt
upon, and heartily belisve in the goodness of Ood toward us; we shall ‘m led to change
our thinking, our feeling, and our acting with reference %o God. If a man despises
the mercy and pgoodness of God; which are intended to lead him to repent, he ia at«uring

up wrath to be ed W% m him in the day of judgments But &0 msny have al

able and faacimating, it is actually odicus and delestuble to the ope who has



w B

and misused the goodness of the lord. Some have even m ths goxdnessd
excnse for m&etf@m& and rejecting Christ.
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A 4 w wto you, that likewise 3;}3* shall iﬁe ir imam wer one sﬁmr ﬁhat mpenm&h,
more than over ninety end nine Just perscms, who need no repentance” [lake 15:7).
*Iikewige, I say wnto FOik, there is Joy in the mamee @f ‘the aﬁgﬁs of {‘z’ed over
dne ainper that vepenbeth” §haka 35*35 _ _
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“Phen Peter a&iﬁmﬁ:@m, ﬁm, smihe bap‘hi%d mwym aﬂmm'amw ag
Jea‘m mm faz* thg repiosion of sins, snd ye shell receive the ggﬁ; of the Holy

ye ﬁhﬂmfm, and ?m converted, that your sins my be Blotted oul, when the
*&ims of refma&ziﬁg ghall come from the msame of the lord® (ﬁaﬁ& 3819}« ‘

chenge of wﬁ%m* |

pertance causes ane L0 %am from his wicked vays. Tsaisk 5517 says: *lLet the wicked
fwmke izia way, and the wirighteous men his thoughtst and let hinm return unto the
Yord, end he will have mercy upon him; and to ouwr Gody for he will abundantly pardon. "

¥hat = emnw re;mx%&ma made in Sanl of Tareus? It changed him frim o persecubor -
af Ghrimzm inte & nobls prescher of the gospel of ﬁhrm¢ -

Repsntance and fai:th are mntually imm:iw, 1ike the two sides of a wfm %%y are
mmbla graces, so that you samnot really have the ons without the other. The

How Testament sometines uses both terms to express 4 saving experience, while at cther
times enly one or the cther term is employed. Vhen we read thai repentance is wnto Iife,
gaving fa.:mz 1& implied; and wheén we read that the individwal belisves, repentance is
implied. While repentance and faith are inseparable; they sre slse distinet erercisey
of the mman soul. Paul festifisd: "Repentance towsard God, apd faith towsrd our lord

Jesus Christ” (Acts ?ﬁ;ﬁl}.




